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at the head of the class. It is also unfortunate that the " orders" 
of birds are perpetuated, even in a popular work, since it is 
doubtful whether they should rank higher than sub-orders. 

The singing birds [Passeres) are treated with great fullness of 
detail,, and as these form the larger proportion of our native birds, 
amateurs and naturalists will find this a most popular and useful 
part of the work. The index of each volume is voluminous, 
while the illustrations are abundant and beautiful, the two vol- 
umes containing 346 woodcuts, many of them of life size, and 
thirty-seven full-page engravings, mostly drawn by Miitzel, 
Kretschtner and others. They are fully up to the standard of 
those in the earlier volumes of the series, to which we have 
called attention. 

The birds will be completed in a third volume. Two additional 
volumes will be devoted to fishes, finishing the series of ten vol- 
umes announced by the publisher, and which will, without doubt, 
be issued during the coming year. 

Smith's Stalk-eyed Crustacea of the Atlantic Coast. 1 
— This paper is based on the collections of the U. S. Fish Com- 
mission, and is of great value. In it are enumerated seventy-nine 
species of decapod Crustacea, which are or have been found in 
the limits named. Many so-called species are here for the first 
time united, a feature which agrees perfectly with the reviewer's 
convictions. These seventy-nine species have been described under 
126 specific names. In relation to the geographical distribution 
of Carcinus moenas we would say that we have found it in the 
collection of Union College, from Northhampton county, Eastern 
shore, Atlantic side, Virginia. This is the farthest south that the 
species has been observed on this coast. A new species of Ger- 
yon (G. quinquedens) is described and figured, as is the only other 
known species (G. tridens). It differs from Kroyer's species in 
having the antero- lateral margin five toothed. Cancer borealis is 
figured for the first time. Chionoecetes behringianus Stm., is shown 
to be synonymous with C. opilio (O. Fabr. sp.). The name 
Libinia canaliculata Say, has to give precedence to L. emarginata 
Leach. Parapagurus pilosimanns (nov. gen. et sp.) is described. 
This genus is allied to Eupagurus and Paguristis, but has the gills 
composed of cylindrical papilla? instead of lamella; as in most 
Paguroids. We have observed a similar structure in the genus 
Carcinus. A second species of the genus Sabinea (S. sarsii) is 
described and figured. Hippolyte securifrons Norman, is new to 
our coast. Pandalus annulicornis has to give way to the name 
P. montagui. In regard to Palczmonetes vulgaris we would say 
that besides the specimens from Salem Mill-pond (C. Cooke) we 
have seen specimens in the museum of the Peabody Academy at 

1 The Stalk-eyed Crustaceans of the Atlantic Coast of North America, north of 
Cape Cod. By S. I. Smith. (Trans, of the Connecticut Academy of Arts and Sci- 
ences, Vol. v, pp. 27-136, pis. viii-xii, May, 1879.) 
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Salem, from Lynn, Mass. (collector's name not given) and Massa- 
chusetts bay (Capt. W. H. A. Putnam). Meterythrops , a new 
genus of Schizopoda is characterized and figured. It has the 
cephalothoracic appendages of Parerythrops with the abdominal 
feet in the female rudimentary, and in the male as in Erythrops. 
Sar's Cldromysis microps is shown to be congeneric with Heter- 
omysis formosa Smith. Following this list, which we have thus 
briefly noticed, is a valuable account of the geographical distri- 
bution of these species. We would, however, note that contrary 
to the statement on pp. 127 and 12S, the genus Platyonyclius is 
represented in Europe by two species, P. nastttits of the Mediter- 
ranean, and P. latipes, with a larger distribution. It is shown 
that contrary to the opinion of European zoologists, the fauna 
of Greenland is as closely allied to that of North America as to 
that of Europe, " or in other words, it is only part of the great 
arctic, circumpolar fauna." — J. S. Kingsley. 

Ingersoll's Nests and Eggs of American Birds. 1 — Our notice 
of this important accession to the literature of American orni- 
thology has been too long delayed. It is a work for which there 
is room, and one which bids fair to take and fill acceptably a 
place of its own. No work has yet been provided for the special 
needs of American oologists, the one attempted many years ago 
by Dr. Brewer having failed of accomplishment after the issue of 
the first fascicle. There are very many persons in this country, 
especially among the rising generation, who will be glad to have 
an egg-book " all to themselves " — one that will teach them the 
distinctive breeding habits of birds, enable them thus to find 
nests and eggs, and when found to make a collection of them. 
Such a work Mr. Ingersoll proposes to furnish, and the first 
installment of his undertaking gives promise that he will discharge 
his self-imposed obligation faithfully. 

To judge from the portion already issued, this treatise will win 
its distinctive position and secure a name among numerous com- 
petitors in the field ornithological, by conforming to the implica- 
tion of its title. Mr. Ingersoll does wisely, we take it, in restricting 
himself rigorously to his theme, even at the expense of a certain 
appearance of incompleteness which may strike some unfavorably; 
for it would be of no special use to undertake the systematic 
treatment of North America ornithology. Evidently believing 
that good style may be serviceable even in statement of fact, the 
author would combine literary excellence with scientific merit. 
Recognizing, furthermore, how much has already been done in 
his chosen field, he seems to prefer to quote a satisfactory descrip- 
tion of nest or egg rather than to produce a duplicate, the con- 
cern being rather for the quality than the source of the informa- 

1 Nests and Eggs of American Birds. By Ernest Ingersoll. S. E. Cassino, 
Naturalists' Agency, Salem, Mass. Part I, pp. 24, pis. U. [Pub. March, 1879.) 



